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clash of the titans > Carbon Silicon 

...................................

Every now and then, what with all the up-to-the-minute stuff leaping out at you from our 
enlightened glossiness, Modern Design gets the urge to go all retro. Style brokers that 
we are, fervently pushing the designer disco-biscuits that elucidate your conception hungry 
cravings, it’s nice for us all, and presumably you, to occasionally kick-back and go all nos-
talgic. Music is the perfect vehicle for a forage into retro-kind - and though a touch more 
jagged than the usual clean lines and avant-garde attitude you’d find on these pages - punks 
are firmly in the driving seat. 

Words: Dave Vickers      Photos: Courtesy of Carbon silicon inc._ _
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Crisis point. For anyone out there suf-
fering a terrible mid-life crisis with all its 
embarrassing trappings; bogus Harley 
(Yamaha Virago) in the garage, Subaru Im-
preza outside the office, belated tongue 
and belly piercing and baggy jeans 
hanging round your creaking 40+ knee 
joints – Stop, just stop! We can be cool; in 
fact we’re from an era that gave birth to 
all your Arctic Monkeys and The Rakes ‘n’ 
stuff, so don’t worry. Risking sounding like 
Uncle Albert, if the kids these days don’t 
realise who we are (or were) then it’s just 
their tough crap – God luvvem. 

Rock CV. In a definite push to be myself, 
I downloaded the recently released Last 
Post by Carbon Silicon, the baby-band of 
Mick Jones; The Clash, and Tony James 
of Generation X. That’s some musical 
CV by the way, what those boys don’t 
know about Rock ‘n’ Roll touring, writing, 
producing and general bad-boy over-
indulgence just isn’t worth knowing, 
savvy? As a Clash die-hard, I was slightly 
dubious about Jones without the legend-
ary Joe Strummer, but I pretty much knew 
what was coming when itunes delivered 
a bunch of virtual ones and zeros that cul-
minated in an electronic musical package 
(yup I paid for it – rebel!). It seems amaz-
ing considering these guys come from an 
age of valve-technology and crackly vinyl, 
but the download is something they’ve 
sensibly embraced and used as a catapult, 

it is after all a kind of upgrade on punk’s 
DIY ethic. Anyway, tucked away nicely 
next to the Buzzcocks, the Clash and the 
Pistols in a cozy-rebel 70s pogo playlist on 
my ipod, the album looked like it was well 
at home, and I wasn’t wrong. I cranked it 
up, and on hearing the start of track one; 
The News, I whizzed back to the menu 
to see if I’d mistakenly selected Combat 
Rock – no this was definitely Carbon, the 
hairs on my neck stood up – a bit like the 
Mohican I never really had. 

Lost in time. The rough-riff thrashing of 
Mick Jones was unmistakable, in fact so 

incredibly like the Clash I was amazed he’d 
talked the other band members into re-
leasing. There was no doubt here who the 
boss was, and when he started croaking 
over the guitar – I was right back there – 
thirteen years old, sliding London Calling 
out of a beautiful double sleeve and 
gently cleaning it with a Ronco anti-static 
record cleaner before taking my dad’s 
Grundig through decibel hell. If I hadn’t 
actually been in my Rover negotiating the 
perilous bends of the Spanish highway, I 
would have been bouncing around and 
infuriating my northern soul inspired, 
long-suffering girlfriend. Fortunately, the 
album is driving heaven – touching on 
Brand New Cadillac for sheer blues-driven 

punk perfection, great for leaving a bit 
of rubber on the tarmac, and the more 
you listen the more you can’t believe how 
lucky you are to actually know where 
these boys come from. A contemporary 
album written and produced by London’s 
best, like a spanking new Clash with tons 
of modern-day grief to get off their chests 
and brag about. Imagine what Sid Vicious 
would have made of global terrorism, 
or Ian Curtis’s thoughts on the modern 
human condition? Well it’s all here, a punk 
veteran’s take on a mad modern world – 
which is basically stick your fingers up at 
it all and create a slamming groove. Okay, 
being veterans, Carbon Silicon are a touch 
more sensitive than the punk icons of old 
(more shrugged shoulder bemusement 

well produced. So, balding old blokes 
they might be, and though they swear 
they’ve turned their back on the 
legacy and started afresh, a retro-punk 
treat it is. 

Should I stay or should I go? Person-
ally I recommend the band, and the 
album, even though in true Clash LP 
style you may need to listen to it a few 
times to grasp it. And of course, if you 
are under 40, slightly punkish and in 
love with the world, don’t let me put 

you off, this band is as much yours as 
it is ours – and you’ll probably dig The 
Last Post. I just needed to get a few 
things off my chest and let some other 
mid-ranged adults know that there 
is always an answer out there. Just in 
case you fit into neither bracket, you 
were probably mincing around to the 
tones of Abba or something, just forget 
it – and incidentally, I know someone 
who’s got a lovely Yamaha Viagra for 
sale if you’re interested.

than anger) but then surely so are we, why 
else would we have a mid-life crisis? If I 
must add a criticism, the songs are a bit 
long – perhaps a touch more to say than 
the former two-and-a-half minute ‘f-you’ 
messages of punk yesteryear. 

Rudie can’t fail. It seems as though 
Jones and James - friends since the early 
days and one-time band members of 
London S.S. - have reunited in style. The 
chemistry is good, and enhanced by a 
magical two-pronged journey through 
the musical ages, with projects like Big 
Audio Dynamite, The Libertines and 
of course Gen X and the Clash in the 
collective musical coffer, it is certainly 

For anyone out there suffering a terrible mid-life crisis 
with all its embarrassing trappings; bogus Harley in the 
garage, Subaru Impreza outside the office, belated tongue 
and belly piercing and baggy jeans hanging round your 
creaking 40+ knee joints – Stop, just stop!
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Modern architecture is the elimination of unnecessary detail, where functional requirement determines ultimate form. Blessed 
with environmental riches, the Mediterranean is a nirvana for modern architecture. Fascias to spectacular views; enhancing 
climactic patterns; dramatic use of organic light – the cornerstones of the modern style.  

Blueprint is a new concept fostering modern architecture across the Mediterranean. It couples the very finest privately owned 
landscapes with unique turnkey build projects. Breathtaking architecture creates individual homes that define the modern 
lifestyle.

The complete approach. For more information call Amanda on (+34) 951 260 041 
  

Iconic designs
built in stunning locations

BLUEPRINT
F O R  U N I Q U E  L I V I N G

Defining modern architecture and construction

www.blueprint-unique.com
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