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Character Transformations in “The Shepherd’s
Alienation”A reading in Ihsan Abbas’s Autobiography

Khaleel Alshekh

Faculty of Arts-Yarmouk University

Abstract

This Study seeks to shed some light on Thsan Abbas’s autobiography (1920)
The Shepherd’s Alienation which was published in 1996, throught monitoring the
main character’s transformations through a lengthy and diversifired time-and
place-related journey. The study aims also at discovering the main symbols and
the technical methods used in the biography so that it can manifest the protago-
nist’s transformations. In addition, the study reveals the close relationship of these

symbols and methods to Abbas’s daily and literary perspective.
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The Omar Covenant
Facts of History versus Presumptions and Doubts

Issam Sakhnini

Faculty of Arts- Jordan University for Women

Abstract

The different versions in ancient Arab sources of the Omar Covenant led to
conclusions reached by western, as well as some Arab authors that the whole peace
pact according to which Jerusalem surrendered to the Arabs in the reign of the sec-
ond Rashidi caliph is false and lacks historicity. They argue that this Covenant
was devised by traditionists who produced from a simple text of pact, as is envis-
aged to be the one issued by the caliph Omar, a sophisticated and more enlarged
one which reached its final shape in the gth hijri century. This was done, as is
claimed, under the influence of religious or local interests which colored the differ-
ent versions of the Covenant as it developed through different ages.

Doubts were also cast upon the surrender of Jerusalem to Omar. These
doubts were clustered around a presumption that reports which claimed that Jerusa-
lem fell to the caliph wanted only to emphasize the importance of the city. To sup-
port this idea, special significance was given to isolated, and not reliable traditions

which indicated vaguely that Jerusalem surrendered to Omar’s leaders and not to

Y\



him personally.

The present paper examines these doubts and presumptions. Sorurces which
those authors had consulted are throughly scrutinized to evaluate their reliability
from one side, and to show, from the other, how they were misused intentionally to
reach the conclusions the authors had presupposed. Facts of history which sur-
ronded the surrender of Jerusalem are also investigated in depth in order to verify
this historical event and to establish an acceptalble conception of the event itself
with all its dimensions: how the city did surrender, to whom it did, and on what

conditions. These are supposed to be the very terms of the covenant .
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