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Character Transformations in',The Shepherd's
Alienation"A reading in lhsan Abbas's Autobiography

Khaleel Alshekh
Faculty of Arts-Yarmouk Universitv

Abstract

This Study seeks ro shed some light on Ihsan Abbas's autobiography (1920)
The shepherd's Alienation which was published in 1996, throught monitoring the

main character's transfbrmations through a lengthy and diversifired time-and
place-related journey. The study aims also at discovering the main symbols and

the technical methods used in the biography so that it can manifest the protago-

nist's transformations. In addition, the study reveals the close relationship of these

symbols and methods to Abbas's daily and literary perspective.
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*J-r;*t t €f,i ;t ,.s t^l:" ,. irill )ttrl ,rte t+-r$: ( i.-.a-iJJl 6a t1r-:; ..'t-,i
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. l+\.rt ,f +_,"" .:'it 611+ *ibo! .'.;.;-r:.it J*:rlq oi-r" .r:Jl ;r-"!t c1b

:.rk,it---!JJ4

J'u'r" L+ *.iL , te ;!V* € tul;:l\.;ll altJt.r;3r

lrt-i:-elc -,$Jl J;- k"t" ,.rtJl .;lq Jl rtll ifr) J-,e.jilJ ;i
;[.7 i&13 r:, E A *J.uc, q;J df, $ "dt o&,ii'.r y !i f*-
irlP J!{i .$lr r, rl-,.Jl Jl C-Jl U ,+s 

s:Jl JtuUl c..2 , ,.irtt
4"Ui)l rb;13 r,ft{l g.t.i;.;l e et i;15 juHl 'UlF rle r iJr..r.!

: aJ Jji utl, g-..ri 0i.rarQ ,iJ,t.ss t.aI u13

ttl:S uir\l .:.;Lfr . ,U .1524 irJ lr.t "r . 4ii J! J+l .=/ *ii*
r, 'tll btla.i St Jlr;Jl a'4 . .r1, d 

'* 
, €ly r:',rb Lk ( tr*,atU

U ,€.1,-:,- t-o.rr3.Js*Jt v;;;r)ll6ri etti U f)l & ,ft
'rpl, ,;,lt a* ;tJpl143 J+,L)-"t^i- 65, olJr:Jl f -;S €rf

. (t\)r,.:lJi J;1,rl3j- ;fl:, Oe'V,;t3
U"-lJl 'i^ i.Lp c +*ci ,_r"+ crL*--! yJA r g.,tiJl i*-r .11 !--- ^ ll d/ ;
JJl.i-- r, i"-Lll or-^cl*oUlJl rr" r:.:--- diJl d,f l ,K, +ls 7_tCt ;" il)Uq
6t ti.r- ., -.,'Yl eJ* i* .,.rrYl "t-a d Jr-.:: , *f y 4L;; i ,lUJAl rd.il
Cp-.5jJl .-,! l f i!+.' J,€.Jl .,-"t Cl e r^all r-e-:",_|-.J c .-rl.aiJl,* *t {*."-^,

.irrJJ "f4s *!1.&
.-,'Yt t;^ ;rl1!,-rte ,r":1 , qr"ll ,jv"oa;--k* , o,ii-llril .-.n:*a .gjJf ;rYll!
"tI!,*a lLe dJl) ;;F! rl-U"'!t 4:i*; .sjJl r,!l -,Lo -uil dJ! il't-*lt Jups U-r:'

3oe c ;fJl iib +r+ .rlo ;rGJl jA or> 3 dJl ii U, (t\ ) (L"iIl _,Ut: f+ .lK..tT -r,,

. *r-:\t olb .r" t44J LJ-a; Fi dLr :- oJ* ir'!l .rte JrLaJl

ccli L<*i G^"t c ;)l t e"; #:i- (.r,.r* il--' dJ*- Al=r1"Oi'** d,ll it5
dlJ: r*"s.r c.--6-i , 

Cl,rJt Jt-tlJ L&;J t' g-1.!l 6tt- d e,V t6r:S t'W'jgJJ
Lpn.,rcL*{l ,,'t4l rt-<.rl *L € f_ ,.ilJ +,aiiJ c r,!l ;L,,11 -J.+y r' d.lt
(Al JlJi.:L-ic--Ji , 'Lai,lr;l;LJl;," dt".Jt qll:;r-"'Yty e.oll 6tr: ,6h.)i
c + e.-qjlJ ,-tl-rJl o3*a\x j cr*Jl qt;5 f \ qoA 

CLe g4!c ..rL"---1;!r;, .,LU

d fdl Ul JlJ: rL-i.j-!t ilrL-" 4Lj ,L- sgjJl ,,J,nnlreLl}ldJi -.,j,.a..Jr A
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..it, t-t-rr *1, €6,* e cti +^i cj"r"'-i ,,tT lG.Jidtu )ti F, ,4it^ri

,ki;*1:4t W ,*A ,W)I-,.:liJl 
.JLc oe 4! .' r"r*rJtj \.ti3ll ,ti;-l.3

+<Jtr.KJl €*
(r)

Y .,riJl 6-.:*ll Jt '"V Jt-.-!\.4;-i ol Je,":f t :-1;a tltr:!Jp 
"!6!-,j "rtj3lt ;tt, g+ ,rl5 lib . ..!-fu i c*-a-i .r:Jl +u:Jl .:1i3^lJ 6'lJ-q U J":<r

.::,lr3 d ip r ilL-.-:-\l c =*ir"I -;tp"lt c/lrrlt c\u JL*-l 6_Ls 
,na

,p;i>t'Jl oi\ cq:s:+ €t)t Lri' 
=i 

G L"5 ,+"rLa:ll.:lj;llJab i cL.ej*:.Jl

c,e-*u rl1U, , g;lia.)l € ef;ltt3HJlJr,'":ll
lrl- i^'L $L € -,r'!l -r-"--o ,k b"-€-"i+ ,-t+ JL""-!iTq;lill ;-Jl ;;
i+ 'u, . ff g-- r-:<,"k .rL-!,r, $tjJl fJq,ii J+ eJt ,y "L"-b 

a4-' q;lt:^
6:l.c!_e a*il_e ;'l; Q>t- U (4 orJt q*) lFJl 41U:: *-r:; \r.; L.* Jt^'!
c.irl # i* L"I" r, dj53 ,il ,-^+? tJ;1,+l -ttil J.(ir .* +nQti" ia, ;JJ, , cU,

,>l,lr3,rlc +-i$Y s't5 $J .,-J;'itortrJ! t-^:L-i9 i-E;.iJl ;" .;Ul!U;i-rt- o;
.rJti;yi ;tlll 1g1L.a!l *iUU -,. lJl .rr^sJ i; . Jl d.:-lrri g:-r:'Yl 'iji:.Jl ..,l l-{+n

;:Lc!,rr F€- ;-:: 
(i t) JJI C lJ*!t eL-Jl ,-t ,f t-n:1" ;riLJl L-l;re (tr) J^-'*i

. i,"rall k,-- -5lt .:t"";;Jl dr";<U 4-it*51

iF Jl ,t+ e.:L*;. ir-Jlq;,J:<,- t, aJ c.-1$ a!-!;LL dji5 l;b
.rp ,LU ,r.J,y:l i,r?dJl Jl1; Ji*- .5jJl ,..,\l 'n i"d g.jJt t 

e r;l: or** t'-r c k-*oj
rL-'il :VL € 6.:-r-: 

Y , cV ol^*--l e: .;-:Wr-./l i$-{Jl +U-ll .:,!"r-=ttt

jl.j:Jl .*l c!>tJt J.L;-ll JL,"s J--l-Jl eur c.i-E ,r!e r I e ^11 ,k: c.:'],t L$l-s"!l
.i<^" c'.rrrl 1".6. . i-ylJl il'tll oais d qJ;JliJl-ilJ+lj,p Ji cler c,-ri[-!13

U)l cp.Jr . d-r;:11 cL-l;: *j iir-:-" 
"J-;y"Jt-.," 

J.tr.,";.r-Jt i|F:
i.'" ; .J-Jr . q-r,l:Jlr qrLaJly e,"r(ljl .rYr4 ;/ 4rJl r4 + et:S"Jby c L-ytJl3

#i 6r.- dtlj ,iir ..sr--lt Jq'- +i i.f qunq d!- .rk .rL.-!i"r- .ria:tJl .p
J! ;r,aLill Jl r;4 oA L a:-e a,ti L"-r,a- € UJ LJ ,;r"-r.:ll LaJlJ"tL r, eiJj;.Jl ,)ta-'

dr, -,."\.tldt]l+Un JtS Iir**i g+-ll.)!-.Ji.,,.-,1r.$!l,,, -r+i ;:13 ,7p]\
.-,l=Jl-5U -rt 3c a:-12>,j1,<; Jii!.rt rll,J.p.r".i.{ d.;it^s . oi.-e,; toli^x3Lri>

. l.^4- q-)l-qll-e ,,g'a)l 
"iJl gq ,iir . ;i$Jl ")r, rT
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LSJ1 0l5.li cl4-r,;4 Ji l6 -,",1$ o"Ai c rrL^.ai-i Jb'.i d"L-e-it--!dl-S -tiJ

;.gl-r *r oJ>3 ,:-53l3i.r,r'!t j\ 6r-)l Lpt-tt ste 't<il1,rl-e errl.i 1;pJ,\^hi
,Jr, f 

t-"J l r# t n-<-tr- € -;t t il,ll -i y : c,rc L^:-7Y I yi'r* tJ I -'lL!l AL)-

.fl+l-r ;r!: ,," t;"5 L f", , -illt tt"-)l $-'JJ c dtall *; llFYt
gSill 66-tt i',-rj:Jl Lt+J:Jl0t * Cl;J.- g;(,- _*r &r*!c oL-!dt5 lib

:4Jr"al dl"rl A U-rb J^ -51+ qJlJ-rt

sr.r( ii".:'ll.r ULa.:.lle ir,.rt-tJl J-,J ht f) €,!-r-Jtg/b.3 IiJ))

dt q+rl.l i*Jtt *a ,* ( Ll-*;4rJ f JfJ:Jl A {Al ,F
ellt +.ilrb!l +ltll ;t3alt ;,r c.rrrt gt t )t'!t;'tltt r+*;

. (to)r{JEltertJtr

J+ .4iUJl d_,-" tl:5 C efrll CUr .:br-c" J!rr" ..:lh-l ara'-b\cly.: c iU
lV . lfJlr oovli.H l,Jl JX; ,-r ( s^sj.:Jl ,.r:rl1 € *Attr-Jl C, ,* uo*-
€'At r5::t , C;t e v)t l*: C"t,/t ,y -# rrq di "i J!: ,t,rclJl \-f,, d
,.:Ul=Jl ;*g tJ r, iJ...cuL a}.;, a=...n-, rhi .r *ja*tt dlJi qt" eb-U: c L.ei.i-U
. L{-"ri ll .:Lcl.r,)l cJtUW! ,ag:r-ill.}rlt dlliJ iLt}l i*;)LjJlr i-,cL^ :-Yl

.k* o-tJy,rjl.rUl,Jlj
c i.,ri:Jl 4-*:5 Cl .:L-ri-XlJ 4j ,! r,6-r-Lll ,_r!r .lL-!_2;b ;5 1;5

4r- "J!i c.:.'llt ,l At.rlU frl d, .,;pLr Uf \rt et " ,=# ,r;* VjK*- d
: JA,# eJJ! .l53a c iylrll3 J/l ;,rsJq o:IJl c qet)t Lrt 

f 
t:- ,J

)3. glU.;5.a-c & t:e e\yls o,rli Jl P V,-J ci .u:elr

. (tl)J.lrjl )c ,*11 !t J+ - t€J CL" aj, - o"*|t+{j, kJ p*ri iri
t4b$ x-,Sl> 

o2 ,JLel sJJ c o)l-2-t'J:4 $)*:,.rLoJ'rP 
""V,lL^--!JjilJ

€ elt € +r-! LtiJl , J<.d11 riuJl L!/ k-*-re i;iy , a;'-;l atqjq-:Jl

.r$+ dr- .ELi: -Yle r,:t-!l $--#s ,;f.ill_rk;l J!r#- U r i,al ( a;iJl .:,\..,iJl
.,j*,.ri-r -\^rdh?rlr;r5l-rJl C &t{ 5l,.ll
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.ri.,.lJ{Jl

dt ">l 6tv:. \qql .,)Le ,$1,;i/: /:;.lJ JrJjJl;l:;-o cacl)llri o-2-r., ( \)
o,xy,*;,4.,JlC p;; J16t- yr :r-L$9 J*.,-*V

ar>tc.;^-e d#q.'' ,t'f c(\101 :.r,e_ra) Y-b c;5Jl 'i r,,Vdt*--l:pl(Y)
:;f,Jl i.,"ai

dt \ttet. .:-.-i L*, ;pl Ol dt. i..;,il;4.Jli q;1 t{:;5 g:ll Jj-;,Al cjr 'l.,eir
. ciblt g+ e'r.S:-t c,-,.1l4cll'.:lf *;r.1, , Ull Uz'* +'.t-.el u,.rt1

r,*,'!t 3y"lbJl.r dtltt , irillJl i.Jt ,bj-.-l:-"lp ,,=f?,Il,lUJtCr*." JJ-;"jl(f )

l.--e \Y o?,(\11tr.il;lJt-i:ll f )l:rr-*) \-b.,;1'' r^s6tit3^^q-t
. tAJ,r.r

:Jliie.r- \ e ,*et)tilj ,eV ft."-!(t)
V -ri "r F;) g^-r- lttS d # Vg t-6<l- ll #L-'!l ,.-t.=.f fb -t' UU,

qtsd rk;l.rs-ra: elJi g-r .$t;.- y-4 rSJl €l:}6-* ,t' Jter $..r\-p
Y ;i.g.:ti:cY .*Jt 6r*tt ,-s t- JLV|*.;".r:r i,tK- ctS"U.* U.tLl qi,*
L -f hJfri:t Orrt ..r\:i --, +l.(Jl C;*," .L-> c qll .rS p.l.ri .'li a;;i

. n;;-Yl"i.6,rte r:'; d etl-."a;.,-l, "Q o; *l|f JU"JIJJ,'"J

;,Jll;J-Jul.t-ol;, ..:ylJlrpt-tt;t*-!-;3_y.CLJi ,t-ty .\uc ct*in JJ,.All(o)
: SL*r: {."<'., J,g"l ,*,U.11 --;.,

It;pt*,-1r",.ri AnbI cU [1t&, € 
j, d6-/-r (#ldlJi */ j-r]lf*, J4 d,

. \ . .ro r, tt{j" J!fe L,"i,c' d*tjJl k5t--l,r t-€KL--

-;,r-""11- atll- 6F.Jl : .:r)A:Jl .:lr7^:ll uh." : 4 el"aL. se 
'rV 

Jl*-! 61 (I )
. bj-9"-r d.r" -I,-J*JI dlt;,"Jl rt-i ,6a3 6J: .J.+ly . YV \ - Y 1A dr'

\Y-1 ,r uc t uel)l Lf , CV it-!(V)
. Y. - \ o ,f ,t' (4-ij,r{.ll(A)

.fY e c+,-il.1.t all(1)
.Yt e (4.-ijJJ.4ll(\.)

. YV\ d'a (+-.AjJJ.all(\ \)

. t' rf .', ::r"t.all (\ Y)
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: JJ4 e.?- tY e ( 4-ii JJ.rll ( \f )

grls ,t^-,|.-r .r od;-ll JlaHt .k-l # (asu n ;SJ #"i,,*.d.r14ri l
. t,r--! q Cid t.9- ;.u n Uo . t4U" ;" ;-'!t

: J.r;1 e-* V] .r ( 1,...aj JJ^4ll ( \ t)
;r-(l 4!.rll 

"i-6 d jir<, , il;, sr;\ sr, **i-rr*li li{i- gi.!ri yr,
.(f;").r*;

.Yr rso c,r,*i;j.t"all (\o)

cf cf c \ 11\ r \.bl' Gl4fllr : Lo*.-).J1Jt *+ \lr pl:f c c#&"! (\ 1)

dt*--t u.iy, ;.c c>t (,r *-i- :^_r .jQl :L^yJl-r-.e ji .Jirul 
"f 

jJ: . Vq-VA

..rl.5.g.rJlr<jl dtJl l*Cir- Uiyr : J-"i-i 4yL-Jl *l Jt erl t-*r+,: .r!,
€: ,,-JtJ*o + Uij,r::^- rib 4.i,.*4jl*!:1.7.!l J* tlr--JlJ-J o:.o qttfl
J=Jl.r-9. i*3-" c \ llA/r/Tl-yo ;r" g*!r trt-..--! ieJu ! ni.lJto ;l rY',t'i

.JL.JJ

4r"-s y'-:t S*.S.lr-ai.gjJl.*6llJl/l -bl: . qY-qY d/ o,a t^ . i'.rJ.*"fl ( \V)
(\ qqv) o \ .:-rJl .,lrgtila,.o r r,r*lJl d.tJj ui n :.rl;4, evdt--J c,:r-)l
c l;il3,f-Slqt j;.ratiJl yt tf ./LF,ti &b.+ €e c \ \ t -q \ e uo

. 11 ..r"
: JI gc e.^)\ 

"r!p 
..lL*-! D .rf" r( i-lrr j:l\r,-Jl iJ".:Jl .jr J;,-, ( \ A)

or* ir-l{ s'tp !t..--! Jl il.tx/ +>t-b i-rr el*l.;r : ,,i ;rJell . n.,;li e-.i*>-

i-l_,1: : -bfs rYY-\ .,," c(\qA\;J/.!li-"t+l :,>ey.) *ui,l:l>j r1f ,,4;)l
6 )*t ;,\i, e b"fi- c L<.5l"JJl *J )l : qr" )\.-ry.-rt"o c.rL" --1 1 ( J/i t^Jl f"^lr:l
:.:;9;) (!^jl''Jlf+lll J"-f .drtf !t..-=! J!;t.r<r .:L1.,1rr, u&;+11 !lp" €

. Y. o _ \A1.;a op r(\ 1lV cCy-)l *-,iJl11.: c;rLa;lr
. La*- t"J \Y\ uo, qel)l Lrt ..f!o,)L^.-!( \ q)

. \f \ dp .1,.;:JJ.4ll(Y r)

Metzler Literatur Lexikon. Stichwoerter zur Weltliteratur herausgegeben von: (Y \ )

Gunther und Irmgard schweikle, Stuttgart 1984, 112 ff .

yLJl.l*c ' i^+_/ <, ,r,.t!l riiJl ,'i l.iL.a-i c K.K.Ruthven ;.i13_2 dJ. eJ d.lJiS r-UjlJ
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cf Al/l t-rS; : -blt .L^-r* Ly \ 1A,a, As- )l .-t-rit* :1.--l:'..,&Il
Lo-rry L: \Y \ ,r r, (c, )L , r"aui':Kn :;rn\11) (;,,iJt ilS&

. \ 11 r"".'.jr!l ojl ./ lL';i,J'4j:r eJ. dJ (YY)

.r!rcrt*-1",:i;.;JU 14lr6s. \YY- \f \ crr' ua cuel)lLf ,o,V JL*-!(Yf)
r, o.--rJl el-f" \4 j € 't-U;i U";fly *J.U 1r.7 -,olyl lF ,*7; *t" *"r-,
, ."-K; dr-, , \rY-\Y \ ,-e c €Ut L'trJl J-Hl \^|niol i"t"!Jl J!rr-

. qv-qo ,-p e c(\qAl c.'.rrr'tllrl: ::l-t^,),.{rG-rJlr^"i <,cJtr

aI*" G c " (.,;tll *1,, s(ft'!10J,)rU" W .JhJli dU-"" .*S d'"+i' ;Jl (Y t)
. 11-1. e r-f(\ qqv) \ . /1 :.r-c,-.,|.:Yl

.YY C c gt)t L"f , tV oL.>!(Y o)

. Ylo cr cuAt.r.rlt(Y1)

. Y 11 .Jr' . r,i: -,.r.all (YV)

. Ylt cJP 
(4.-n.,J,-.Il(YA)

d/ kJ, .*-r, L-r ., dti! -,rtt i;y.o t +l'Ult .i^ qI" qFV: a-'l,31i'.al JJ- (Y q)

r \A. c \V. c \lf -\1\,-f , \oA-\o o uo cqel)lLrb p;l^:-13+-:--3;ij)'\.c
.Yoo_Yot ,YoY cYYA cY\o

.,f;,l+Yl ,1P)t JlJrP r;l(r')
James Sambrook, English Pastoral Poetry, (Boston:Twayne Publishers.

1983),p. 35 ff.

;.St ,-r*'-,sjJl 6.!3Jl 'i-a 
,, "t, ,,roi ortJ k',f'r'r' i'*:f .,",5lill

.-r kJ! -,l 
Jl a:-l:r g .*UJf f"^lrl t4::i ;5a, .rl trL*rJ t ir" ;"iJJ ;,1- l4Lc,

. dLtll ,rr 't.laiJl e*, Jt*lJl e4t lfi O.r!l ,r"-o;l : Qall"s (Y \ )

-iJ.<i *Ua; 6:i ttilL-llrr il+ ./ ,51- r3""-.-" -F fi: , \ o t ,se ( 4-.ij JJ*ll (Yf )

: 'J215l-.^t"l1t*: elSt :-rds c fuli '-'-- 8b e \t:+ €
,.--clslJt *s eL +,'', it-y- J.*1 .W)l tlt ati,

t blrll .4ri ;U kr...- if", i+; dl*.i!.--r!le t ia g.,f )i

.,i ( \ qYl 
lL, ;*lrl iJl C o;rt cir--> , f ,1tb;l '-gt ,^ :tf ,>.:; *33



i'u^Jl i-lJJl c..^;tl.r!l) c.Ji;-uai cr-:jy \Ao. c \\"0 \ c t. I_1. o r:b.i"aJl
11 .f c, \ 1\"V lL' r,;*"till Ul j (t-F" a4LJl

i.tlli*jll : co316,) r,irjli;r'r- U $d. crlrr-.llAB ,lrg a^alyl l_.,r+ (yt)
. ( \ qqt r **Jl,e.:L1;-r1J

.YA_Yo e e c4-AJr"dt (fo)
.Y\ e c 4_ji Jr.It (r1)

. \ oY ra c uel)l LC, tViL-! (fV)
. df UJl :l,i , c^Ug lrs a-alyl lrt a,"ri, c ).il]apls c.r,Jf .,y c^Lb : ;Jl (f A)

.\o?
:JJrid-.- \ff dr' ,.uel)lLt rr-rVJL,-!(fq)

Jy.t-J! .g-r!ly 1UY +-rl &"rUl J ,-# rJ|.S c o_/l 4--:j aJt_- 
"_,kbt-r U^ c-Lla .rl)

. (e^*-f (:rui+, 
;f".rr,s ge"rJl dJ' qq .*+1.ri *-l d ,rfl, ., tur L..p

.fq-fA e e (, ",;: JJ.r'Il ([ .)
. \Vt-\Vf dr' 0a (t*);JJ#fl(t\)

.g,r.aJl "r-<;i,./ tut -# jsl €+ Jt.-.-!j-*- e* \f V d/ ,^ ,, ;.. ,J-p!t ( t y)

,.-1; 'tlli-r, ;-i-Y U-n Jl A ,1dlt gt<JtJ A.-trJl il>r Cfrlf +cl.r,l3

|P ;r ,s , C: L:t J! djlli dlkS-r "-ft a yr .;jLs JuJt ,ii cs.^ _*s, ;L!t r* . ;

./ d*4ur^ J-f € eLJi r ,.c tJ . -rl"rjl J"rAtr.dJlF:Jt ;F .rJ!;_* "L|l
..:U<jlL&

iJt*'-l"|,, -r-iy \ lYY J \ q \A qr"Lr gxl untergang des Abendlandes,-,1:sr+t (tr)
g:rl er- *r.-ll .l!- ,-.rl ;.o aa,ly.: ,*i .;'tr )-ebJ ,;ul aLJ.l dll; oi , CV
c \ 101 ( )-IJIJ 4rLLlj gJ-*yl: :.:3;) f +.Fl 0f"::ii (J_Ejli-lrJl €Lb c,

.V op c(\tol rY.t ciiLi:Jl;l::r:3r*,) r;Jldf LJ; €:$*
rlL*-l t<- :Ui riJ \ qY t 

El.e 
Archetypal Pattems in poetry q5.y ;*1,,1r .:,_*.t ( t t )

i;n,-* ,*.rr;.sjJt .iK*.-i *rirrUlF j qLlleitdJl ;p e"r.k
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The Omar Covenant
Facts of History versus Presumptions and Doubts

fssam Sakhnini

Faculty of Arts- Jordan University for Women

Abstract

The different versions in ancient Arab sources of the Omar Covenant led to

conclusions reached by western, as well as some Arab authors that the whole peace

pact according to which Jerusalem surrendered to the Arabs in the reign of the sec-

ond Rashidi caliph is false and lacks historicity. They argue that this Covenant

was devised by traditionists who produced from a simple text of pact, as is envis-

aged to be the one issued by the caliph Omar, a sophisticated and more enlarged

one which reached its final shape in the 8th hijri century. This was done, as is

claimed, under the influence of religious or local interests which colored the differ-

ent versions ofthe Covenant as it developed through different ages.

Doubts were also cast upon the surrender of Jerusalem to Omar' These

doubts were clustered around a presumption that reports which claimed that Jerusa-

lem fell to the caliph wanted only to emphasize the importance of the city' To sup-

port this idea, special significance was given to isolated, and not reliable traditions

which indicated vaguely that Jerusalem surrendered to Omar's leaders and not to
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him personally.

The present paper examines these doubts and presumptions. Sorurces which
those authors had consulted are throughly scrLrtinized to evaluate their reliability
from one side' and to show, fi'om the other, how they were misused intentionally to
reach the conclusions the authors had presupposed, Facts of history which sur_

ronded the surrender of Jerusalem are also investigated in clepth in order to verify
this historical event and to establish an acceptalble conception of the event itself
with all its dimensions: how the city did surrender, to whom it did, and on what
conditions. These are supposed to be the very terms of the covenant .
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