The present study investigates the premise whether English spelling is chaotic or not, and how to teach students spelling. It also assesses the relationship between segmentation and reading and spelling respectively. It is said that spelling difficulties  are due to the gap between orthography and  pronunciation. Thus a word represents both sound and meaning, and good spelling may improve students' performance.


Teaching spelling, which may improve reading performance ,is rather a difficult task. Does English language have a consistent one-to-one mapping of sounds to letters? If yes, its spelling system is considered to be regular. However, according to some linguists , English spelling is considered to be irregular. Nevertheless, if this had been 100% true, English would never have become a global language. But even the sound-to-letter correspondences are not as inconsistent as widely believed. Spelling consistency is increased significantly if one takes into account the position of the phoneme within the syllable and the identity of the phonemes in the environment. Environmental influences within the rime are especially important. Understanding these patterns may reduce the complexity of spelling for learners and those with spelling problems The phoneme position within the syllable and its identity in the environment increase significantly spelling consistency. Nearly every sound can be legitimately spelled in more than one way, and many spellings can be pronounced in more than one way. Accordingly, it is natural for the spelling of English to lag behind the spoken form because of the fact that the latter has undergone changes, while written English, of necessity and cost more fixed in its conventions, has never been able to catch up with it. The writer will cite some examples of the relationship between phonetics and orthography. The orthographic letter {C} has two different phonemes which are /k/ & /s/. Learners should be taught that when followed by [e,i,y] it is pronounced as /s/.
