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Abstract

Acute toxicological studies of the aqueous extract of Iraqi Peganum harmala in rats
were conducted. The LDso value of the extract in rats given intramuscularly was 420
mg/kg. Tremor and convulsion were observed in most of the treated rats specially those
given large dose. These toxic signs are probably due to the alkaloids content of the extracts

which have a central nervous system stimulant effects.

Histological examination of organs and tissues of treated rats were normal
indicating that the extract has a low level of toxicity: However, sever local inflammatory
reaction in the muscles at the site of injection was observed which caused a significant
increase in the counts of leucocytes and neutrophil. This indicates that the intramuscular

route is not a proper route of administration.
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1. Introduction

Peganum is a small genus belonging to
Mediterranean region. Pegenum harmala is the only species found growing wild

the family Zygophylaceae and mainly distributed in the

in the middle and




